
146 NOTES AMD QUERIES. [6"> S. I. FEB. 14, '80.

titude of curious illustrations could easily be given.
The same observations refer to deaths. Perhaps
you will allow space for a specimen of each. In
the Weekly Magazine, published in Edinburgh,
Aug. 12, 1773, under the head " Deaths," the fol-
lowing appears :—

" In Ireland, Mr. Edward Purdon, formerly of Trinity
College, Dublin. He wa3 well known from a variety of
translations, compilations, &c. The following extempore
was written on his death by a correspondent:—

'Here lies poor Ned Purdon, from Misery freed,
Who long was a bookseller's hack,

He led such a damnable life in this World,
I don't think he '11 ever come back.'"

In the same magazine, the same year, but on
Sept. 9, under the " Marriages" :—

" Augt.—. At Kirkcudbright, the Rev. Mr. John Gil-
lespie, Minister of Kells, to Lady Bagraw, ayonng Widow
Lady, with a handsome fortune, and intirely suitable to
the Character of a Clergyman."

ALFRED CH. JONAS.

THE CHRISTIAN NAME GOSPATRICK OR COS-
PATRICK: (501 S. x. 443 ; xi. 35).—There is a dis-
trict in the county Waterford called Coshbride,
which Dr. Joyce interprets (the district) near the
river Bride; the said river, I believe, takes its
name from Bridget, an early] Irish Christian
missionary and Saint; and there is another dis-
trict called Cosh or Coismaine near the river
Maine. The word Cospatrick may have had a
similar origin, and may have been adopted as a
name by some one living in or near the territory
of a man named Patrick, whether the Saint in the
Calendar or not it is hard to say, for the old Gaelic
names of churches or places in Ireland do not give
the Gaelic equivalent for the prefix saint at all—a
noteworthy fact. The Gaelic word cuas, i.e., cave
or cove, may, however, be the original of the
modern cos in Cospatrick. Cuskenny, a place near
Queenstown, in the county Cork, means, according
to Dr. Joyce, the inlet or cove of Kenny, an Irish
chieftain. Cooslugha in Connaught, is the cave of
the mice. That the first syllable of Cospatrick, or
Gospatrick, is derived from the Gaelic for district,
or cave, or cove, seems nearly certain.

HIBERNICUS.

AVODRE : AVODRIES (5th S. xii. 88, 153, 237,
273, 310, 330).—The following extracts will show
the current spelling and acceptation of the term
when it had scarcely died out of use. The ac-
knowledgment by the Prior of Oxford of Bishop
Sherborne's building the cloisters of Christchurch
mentions "altare S. Frideswidse V. prenominati
Eoberti advocatricis." Littleton gives " an avowe,
patronus ecclesioe, advocatus." They call upon
their " avowries " (Bradford, i. 284). They choose
his several saint " to be advocates, attornies . . .
and call them our advouries " (Tyndale, ii. 166).
Chaucer's Jacke Upland's Questions (29), "Why
clepe ye hem your patrons and avowries V

" Away with these avowries" (Latimer, i. 225).
In Dives and Pauper, 1496, vii. conim. c. xiii. the
word appears thus : " The tythes of Holy chirche
ben the avowes of crysten people."

MACKENZIE E. C. WALCOTT.

BURNS'S WORKS (6'" S. i. 55).—MR. JONAS is
not the first to discover that Burns was not the
author of tho verses To My Bed. If he had
referred to The Complete Poetical Works of
Robert Burns, &c, edited by William Scott
Douglas (2 vols. 8vo.); Kilmarnock, M'Kie &
Drenan, 1876, vol. ii. p. 351, he would have seen
the following note : " Verses to My Bed. [' Thou
bed in which I first began,' first given as Burns's
in Chainbers's edition of 1838 ; but as they are
found in the Gentleman's Magazine for May,
1759 (before the poet was six months old), it is
absurd to suppose them his.]" Robert Chambers
states that the verses were taken from a news-
paper, but doe3 not give any reason why he put
them down under the name of Burns. Mr.
Douglas's edition set the matter finally at rest by
his decisive note. D. WHYTE.

TENNYSON AND ALFORD (t MONSELL) (6th S. i.
116).—Last month, reading the lines in the ode
composed on the occasion of the duke's funeral,
and published with Maud, I was struck with their
likeness to those in the hymn "Holy off'rings rich
and rare," which was sung at the Church Congress
at Stoke in 1875, and wa3 written, with other
Spiritual Songs, by J. S. B. Monsell, LL.D.,
" amid the orange and olive groves of Italy, during
a winter spent (for the sake of health) upon the
shores of the Mediterranean sea," and doubtless
with a pocket, or a memory, stored with the works
of English poets. CHR. W.

"NOODLE'S ORATION" (6th S. i. 57).—The
speech referred to is obviously Sydney Smith's
famous " Noodle's Oration," which was introduced
by him into his review of Bentham's Book of
Fallacies (Edinburgh Review for 1825).

C. T. B.
THE BEST MODERN WRITING INK (5th S. xii.

268, 280, 396, 437, 476 ; 6th S. i. 46, 105).—The
following is worth reproducing now :—

" ANCIENT INK.—Persona in the habit of seeing old
MSS. are often struck with the black appearance of the
ink. The following receipt, which occurs on a piece of
parchment in the hand of the fifteenth century, is pasted
on the first leaf of the Cottonian MS., Tituu A., xxii. :—

' Uncia gallarum miscentur et uncia gummi
Bis 2" vitrioli, Buperaddas octo falerni.'

EDWARD F. RIMBAULT."
L. C.

CHRISTMAS ALMANACS (6th S. i. 115).—One of
the earliest givers of almanacs was Tilt, a hatter,
who many year3 ago invented a circular almanac (no
pun, I protest), which fitted the bottom of the hat,
and was so presented to the customers. C. S.


